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with central  theme
“Czech and Slovak Culture in International & Global Contexts”
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Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU)

and the University of South Bohemia (USB)

co-sponsored by

the Statutory City of Ceske Budejovice and the

Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic
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We call on scholars, students and other interested persons for papers bearing on the central theme, as well as other papers relating to Czech and Slovak culture, society and internal affairs and the two countries’ relations with the US, Canada and the Western world, generally. As has been our practice, the participants from America can submit topics on almost any subject of human endeavor, including the arts, humanities, social sciences, science and technology, medicine, agriculture, environment, business, civil society, library & information science, computers, etc., irrespective of central theme. 

General Information
Overall Direction: Prof. Vladimir Papousek, Vice Rector UB  and Dr. Miloslav Rechcigl, President SVU.

Overall program: 

June 24 - Arrival of participants (transportation from Prague by bus will be available

                 evening social get-together 

June 25 - Ceremonial opening, banquet lunch, plenary session, evening cultural program

June 26 - 30 Noon - Academic programs

June 30 PM  - SVU General Assembly, Concluding plenary session

June 27 & 28 Bus excursions through beautiful Ceske Budejovice landscape and environs

Academic program: The English panels will be organized by the American side, whereas the Czech and Slovak program will be handled by the University of South Bohemia organizers

Cultural program: 2 music concerts, one theatrical production in Ceske Budejovice, another in Cesky Krumlov. Additional programs will be announced later.

Social program: Several banquets and  social get together will be hosted by the University Rector, Lord Mayor of the City and the famous brewery Budvar.

Excursions:

I. The whole-day-excursion to Zlata Koruna cloister (established in 1263 by the Bohemian King Premysl Otakar II) and beautiful historic city of Cesky Krumlov  - the second best-preserved historical town in Bohemia after Prague which has been designated as one of UNESCO’s World Monument, featuring a  famous historic square and a baroque theatre from the time of the Middle Ages - one of the most well-preserved Baroque theaters in Europe. Situated on the banks of the Vltava  River, this medieval town, which  was at one time the official seat of the powerful Bohemian Rozmberk family, was built around a 13th-century castle (one of the largest castle complexes in Europe), with spectacular Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque architectural elements. The castle contains five courtyards and features an excellent collection of Renaissance and Baroque art. Cesky Krumlov is an outstanding example of a small central European medieval town whose architectural heritage has remained intact thanks to its peaceful evolution over more than five centuries. 

II. Half-day excursion to Hluboka nad Vltavou - This town, with some 4,500 inhabitants, is famous for its stunning, night-lit Hluboká Château, built in the Windsor Neo-Gothic style, with its splendid interiors. The castle is surrounded by beautiful gardens and is situated in the middle of a large English park. Adjacent to the castle is the Aleš South Bohemian Gallery with a unique exposition of Bohemian medieval art (a well-known collection of Gothic Madonnas) and no less attractive twentieth-century art. The Gallery is also a venue of traditional classical-music concerts. 
Accommodations: Participants will be able to stay either in one of the hotels, pensions or the University dormitories. Details will be provided later.
Air Travel: Arrangements are being made for cheaper flights via CSA  Airlines. Information will be provided later.

Accommodations: Jana Zbiralova, Rektorat JU, Branisevska 31, 3700 05 Ceske Budejovice; tel. 420 38 9032034, 724347949; e-mail: jzbiral@jcu.cz
Information: Hana Bumbova, Rektoirat JU, Branisevska 31, 31, 370 05 Ceske Cudejovice

tel.: 38 9032024; e-masil: bumbova@jcu.cz

Logistics: Miloslava Moravcova, PF JU, Jeronymova 10, 371 15, Ceske Budejovice

tel.: 420 38 7773206; e-mail: moravec@pf.jcu.cz
Cultural Events and Sponsors: Dr. Vera Pospisilova, PJ JU. Jeronymova 10,  371 15 Ceske Budejovice; tel,: 420 38 7773209; e-mail: pospisil@pf.jcu.cz

Czech/Slovak Panels: Doc. Michal Bauer, PF JU, Jeronymova 10, 371 15 Ceske Budejovice; tel.: 420 38 7773209; e-mail: bauer@pf.jcu.cz

English Panels: Mila Rechcigl, 1703 Mark Lane, Rockville, MD 20852

tel.: (301) 881-7222; e-mail: SVU1@comcast.net
Ceske Budejovice and the Environs
The city has a population of 100,000 and lies on the rivers Vltava and Malše, in the center of southern Bohemia and the South Bohemian Region. This is where the University of South Bohemia (founded in 1991) is located and it is made up of several schools - Pedagogical, Theological, Agricultural, the school of Public Health, as well as the Institute of History. The oldest part of the university came into existence soon after World War II. The university has some 8500 students and approximately 1500 teaching and non-teaching staff. The University of South Bohemia is thus the natural center of culture and education in the south of Bohemia, and also attracts the intelligentsia from other parts of the Republic, because the teaching faculty includes experts from other places (Prague, Brno, Pilsen). There are also foreign pedagogues teaching there - in particular lecturers from such countries as Germany, Austria, Great Britain, USA, France, Belgium, Spain, etc. The students also come from all over the Czech Republic, as well as from abroad. Outstanding research is done, above all, in the department of Czech studies, the Historical institute, the School of Biology or the Institute of Physical Biology at Nové Hrady. These workplaces have been for several years rated among the best in the Czech Republic and they cooperate with scientific institutions abroad (Germany, Italy, France, Denmark, Austria, Great Britain, USA, etc.).


The cultural life in Ceské Budejovice is provided in the first place by the Theatre of South Bohemia, which also owns the revolving stage theatre in the park of the Castle of Ceský Krumlov. Other small theatrical venues (such as the Little Theatre in Ceské Budejovice) participate in the activities of the Theatre of South Bohemia or perform independently (Students' Artistic Theatre, The Theatre Under the Cap, etc.) Other theatrical performances take place in the Metropol House of Culture. Concerts, especially those of classical music, take place in several halls (for example in the Concert Hall of Otokar Jeremiáš) and also in some of the churches of Ceské Budejovice. There are exhibition halls and galleries where art works are displayed, often by students of the University of South Bohemia (sculptures, graphics, photographs, etc.) An important exhibition center is the Aleš Hall of the South Bohemia Gallery in Hluboká nad Vltavou. Various cultural events take place regularly in Ceské Budejovice, such as the South Bohemian Music Festival, which takes place in the entire region of South Bohemia; there is also the International Music Festival, film festivals, etc. A number of cultural events make up part of the international exhibition at the Exhibition Grounds in Ceské Budejovice (the best known being the exhibit called "Mother Earth, the Bread Winner). Other possible visits include the Museum of South Bohemia, the Gothic-Renaissance Black Tower (72 meters high) which dominates the city close to the Premysl Otakar II Square, one of the biggest squares in Bohemia (133 x 133 meters). There is also the Renaissance City Hall, several churches and convents (for example, the 13th century Cathedral of St. Nicholas and the Dominican monastery), and a number of other interesting places. The most important sport clubs in the city are those devoted to ice hockey, soccer and volleyball. The largest enterprises are the breweries Budvar and Samson, the companies E.ON, Bosch, and South Bohemian dairies.



In the environs of the city there are a number of cultural monuments and places to visit: 20 kilometers southwest is Ceský Krumlov (the most frequently visited place in the Czech Republic after Prague) with its spreading castle complex which is comparable to the Prague Castle. The city of Ceský Krumlov has been declared a municipal reservation under the sponsorship of the international organization of UNESCO. In Zlatá Koruna and Vyšší Brod, not far from Ceský Krumlov, are two 13th century Cistercian monasteries. 20 kilometers east of Ceské Budejovice is the spa of Treboò, with its castle and system of ponds which create the specific look of the countryside. About 50 kilometers north of 

Ceské Budejovice, in the direction of Prague, lies the city of Tábor, a center of Hussites in the first half of the 15th century.

                                For the Overall Congress Organization Committee:

  Prof. Vladimir Papousek, Vice Rector USB               Miloslav Rechcigl, President SVU 
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2006 SVU World Congress in Ceske Budejovice 

Preliminary Speaker’s Form

for the Participants from America and Other Countries Abroad

Name: _____________________________________________________

Institutional Affiliation (if any): _________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________

Telephone: __________________E-mail:__________________________

Title of the proposed talk:_______________________________________

____________________________________________________________


I’d like to organize a special panel or symposium: ____________________

____________________________________________________________

Other suggestions, ideas, etc.: ____________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Please send immediately to SVU President Mila Rechcigl preferably via e-mail: SVU1@comcast.net  Postal address: 1703 Mark Lane, Rockville, MD 20852

