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Preparation for the forthcoming SVU Congress are in full swing. Our members will be pleased to know that the Congress will be held under the aegis of both Czech and Slovak Presidents, The Honorable Vaclav Klaus and The Honorable Ivan Gasparovic, respectively. 
The logistics is more or less in place. It is expected that most participants would arrive on Sunday June 25. The University has arranged for bus transportation not only for Sunday, but also for Saturday June 24. Registration is scheduled for Sunday. afternoon. In the early evening there will be a social get-together during which the University Rector will welcome our participants.
The official opening of the Congress will be on Monday morning. Following a festive buffet lunch there will be a plenary session and a cultural program. The academic program, comprised of a number of concurrent sessions, will commence on Tuesday morning and will continue until Friday noon. The concluding plenary session, the General Assembly meeting and press conference are scheduled for Friday afternoon. The Congress will officially end with a gala banquet and reception in the evening, hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City. 
The socio-cultural events include music performances by the South Bohemian Philharmonic, the University choir, an organ recital in the St. Nicolas Cathedral, and an outdoor orchestra on the banks of the Vltava River. 
The entire Saturday and Sunday are reserved for special sightseeing excursions through the beautiful South Bohemian countryside, including visiting the picturesque medieval town of Cesky Krumlov, cloister Zlata Koruna, the palace Hluboka n. Vltavou and much more. Following the Congress we are also planning a special five-day bus tour to see other memorable sights throughout the Czech Republic which we highly recommend to our participants from abroad who are not familiar with the spectacular sites, natural beauty of the Czech landscape, extraordinary architecture, historical monuments, arts and crafts and many other surprises.
SVU President will be visiting Ceske Budejovice in mid October to meet with the University organizers and representatives of the City and to view the facilities and accommodations.
The US Program Committee, comprised of Dagmar White, Zdenek David, Karel Raska and Mila Rechcigl has been working diligently on finding suitable panel organizers, as well as panel speakers. As in previous Congresses, the program will encompass just about every facet of human endeavor from arts & letters, and science & technology to business, law, civil society, medicine and environment. 
CALL FOR PAPERS
We call on volunteers to assist us with this task. We seek, in particular, organizers and potential speakers for these panels: Education, Physical Education - Sokol, Youth Issues, US - CR/SR University Cooperation, CZ & SL Studies Abroad, News and Media, Creative Writing - fiction: Readings, Visual Arts, Architecture, Performing Arts, Philosophy and Theology, Contemporary History, J. A. Komensky Symposium, The Holocaust, Literature & Literary Criticism, Politics & Government, International Relations, The European Union, Economics, The Society - Sociology, Socio-Ethnic Relations, The American Presence in CR and SR, Law and Justice. Czech Diplomatic and Business Presence Abroad, Czech & Slovak Projects with America and Western Europe, Information Technology, Physical and Biological Sciences, Engineering and Technology, Emigration and Immigration, Settlements and communities, Assimilation and Ethnicity, Family History and Genealogy, Contributions of Czechs and Slovaks Abroad, Preservation of Cultural Heritage Abroad, the Sister Cities Programs .
This will be a memorable event and most likely the pivotal event of the year for anyone interested in Czech and Slovak culture and affairs. Please register soon so that we will know how many of you will participate. ADVANCE \d 5                                                                                      
                                                                                    Miloslav Rechcigl, SVU President
Preliminary Congress Registration and Speaker’s Form For
Participants from America and Other Western Countries
Name: _____________________________________________________

Institutional Affiliation (if any): _________________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________
Telephone: __________________E-mail:__________________________
Title of the proposed talk:_______________________________________
____________________________________________________________
I’d like to organize a special panel or symposium: ____________________
____________________________________________________________
Other suggestions, ideas, etc.: ____________________________________
I would like to participate in Saturday and/or Sunday sightseeing excursion: YES     NO
I would like to participate in the 5-day bus tour:                                            YES     NO
Please send immediately to SVU President Mila Rechcigl preferably via e-mail: SVU1@comcast.net Postal address: 1703 Mark Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 
Upon receipt of your preregistration, our Congress Treasurer Blanka Kudej will send you the registration material, including information on available accommodations and various  cultural and social events, as well as sightseeing tours for you to select and order.
