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President Klaus it’s an honor to be here with you today. President Rechcigl thank you for inviting me to this years SVU Congress. Fellow Ambassadors, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for coming.


That we are here in České Budějovice at the 23rd World Congress of Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences means three things to me. First, it is a sign that the SVU and with it the exchange of culture and knowledge among the U.S., Czech Republic and Slovakia is alive and well. Second, it shows how great a role individual regions and cities play in strengthening ties among our nations. And finally, and I dare say most importantly, it exemplifies the crucial but often overlooked connection between projects such as this and the current world context of humanity, knowledge and tolerance fighting ignorance, hatred and violence. I’m convinced that it’s through endeavors like this that the former will prevail.


I would like to thank the organizers for putting together this important conference and wish them a lot of success in their efforts here this week and in the future.


Thank you.  

