Greetings from President of the Learned Society of the Czech Republic
RNDr. Jiri Grygar, CSc.
Mr. President of the Czech Republic, Excellencies, Dr. Rechcígl, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

 

I feel very privileged to greet the participants of the biannual World Congress of the Czechoslovak Society for Arts and Sciences on behalf of the Learned Society of the Czech Republic. Our Society was established in 1994 upon the initiative of two great Czech chemists, Otto Wichterle and Rudolf Zahradník. They built the Learned Society by following the grand tradition of the Czech Royal Learned Society founded already in the year 1784 and of its younger counterpart called Czech Academy of Sciences and Arts, established by the outstanding Czech architect and benefactor Josef Hlávka in 1891. These distinguished societies flourished after the creation of Czechoslovakia but succumbed during the Nazi occupation and were finally abolished by the Communists in 1952.

 

Our Learned Society is trying to re-establish the pursuit for excellence in science and humanities by electing first-class  Czech scientists as fellows of the Society, by awarding prestigious prizes to senior and junior researchers as well as to gifted grammar-school students and by having public lectures and presentations on radio, TV and the Internet. After the last XIIth annual assembly in May of this year the Society has 104 fellows and 39 honorary fellows - most of them are Czech scientists who achieved great results in their specializations while living in exile. 

 

In this way our societies are obviously very closely interconnected because at least two dozen of your Society´s members are our honorary fellows, actively helping us pursue our common goal of promoting science as indispensable constituent of national culture. I am pretty sure that our close ties will bring further mutual advantage to both Societies as well as to the Czech people in general. 

 

 

 

       

 

