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Remarks by SVU President Miloslav Rechcigl


at the Opening of  SVU World Congress 


University of South Bohemia, Ceske Budejovice, 26 June 2006

Mr. President, Excellencies, Magnificences, Spectabiles, Distinguished Guests: 

It gives me great pleasure, in my capacity as President of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences, to open our SVU World Congress in this beautiful city of Ceske Budejovice. 

Those in the audience who are not familiar what we are all about, SVU, as our Society is generally known in short, is an international organization devoted to the advancement of scholarship of and interests in Czech and Slovak studies and fostering cultural relations with CR and SR.  The Society has been existence almost 50 years, having been established in 1958 in Washington, DC. 

It is not by accident that we have selected Ceske Budejovice for the Congress’ site. We were attracted by the beautiful landscape, pure air and, of course, by the rich cultural history of the region. This beautiful Metropolis of Southern Bohemia is famous for its historic renaissance and baroque buildings, for the biggest and one of the most attractive  squares in the Czech Republic and, above all, for its famous beer Budvar. This local beer, also known as Budweiser, inspired the name of the American beer Budweiser, but, as any beer connoisseur   will tell you, the Czech beer is by far better..

This 23rd Congress of our Society, with its central theme “Czech and Slovak Culture in International and Global Context” has been  organized jointly with University of South Bohemia (USB), Statutory City of Ceske Budejovice and both the Czech and the Slovak Academies of Sciences, under the aegis of President Vaclav Klaus and President Ivan Gasparovic.  We are, of course, delighted that the President Klaus is here with us, as there are a number of Ambassadors, University Presidents and Rectors and many other distinguished guests from the Czech and Slovak Republics, as well as from abroad. As you can see from the printed program, this will be an exceptional event, if not the pivotal event of the year for anyone interested in the Czech and Slovak culture and affairs.. 

As has been our practice, the subjects covered on the program encompass just about every aspect of human endeavor, including the arts, humanities, social sciences, science and technology, medicine, agriculture, environment, civil society, law, business and trade, news and media , and much more. This time, the Plenary session will be devoted to the “Diplomatic Relations between North America and the Czech & Slovak Republics,” with the participation of the respective Ambassadors. Another feature of the program will be a Presidential Symposium on the “University Leadership on Both Sides of the Atlantic,” in which  University Presidents, Rectors, Provosts, Chancellors, Deans and other high ranking university officials from the US, Czech Republic and Slovakia will recount and compare their experiences in running their respective institutions of higher learning. There will also be a special session relating to the “University Partnerships and Cooperation between the US and the Czech and Slovak Republics.” 

In addition to our extensive academic program, numerous exciting cultural and social events have been organized, including  concerts, social get-togethers, banquets, guided walking tours through the historic City, bus excursions through the beautiful South Bohemian environs - with castles, palaces, cloisters, chateaus, ancient  galleries, baroque theatre, and much more.

The music performances by the South Bohemian Philharmonic, recital of the piano virtuoso Radoslav Kvapil and the “Muses” on the banks of the River Vltava should really be a treat. 

The logistics is all in place and in the best order, thanks to our University of South Bohemia co-organizers, who have gone to great length to make the meetings most enjoyable. In this regard, I would like to single out and express our profound appreciation  to Vice Rector Prof. Vladimir Papousek, Dean Prof. Libor Grubhoffer, Docent Michal Bauer, Ing. Jana Zbiralova and Vladimir Matajs for all the effort and time they put into the preparation of the Congress. Our thanks go also to our official hosts, Rector Vaclav Buzek, Lord Mayor Miroslav Tetter and the Region Governor Jan Zahradnik for their cordial welcome in their City.

If I am allowed one commercial, I would like to bring to your attention that you will be able to see and purchase collections of selected papers from our last Congress in Olomouc, as well as our new SVU Biographical Directory on CD at the Book showing (“Knizni prezentace”) tomorrow at noon in the University Bldg. “Bobik.”

Without further ado, I wish everyone to get most out of the meetings and have a good time.

