Words of Welcome by the Univeristy of South Bohemia Rector
Prof. PhDr. Vaclav Buzek, CSc. 
Mr. President, President of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences,Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am very pleased to have the opportunity to participate in this festive  opening of the 23rd Congress of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences, among whose organizers is also the University of South Bohemia in Ceske Budejovice. It is a great honor for me that I can welcome personally, and on behalf of our University, all the participants from abroad as well as locally, on the acdemic soil of our almae matris which will celebrate this year its  15th anniversary since its founding.
Today our academic community consists of more than 1,300 academic workers and about  10,000 university students. Our University provides Bachelor, Master and Doctoral programs  at  six faculties and two institutes. The natural background for creative activities of the University of South Bohemia can be found in the Czech – Austrian – Bavarian Region. The symbol of this cooperation is framed in a partnership of three university cities: České Budějovice, Linz and Passau.

Great natural and labor resources have  influenced the historical and cultural development

of this region in the Central Europe. Therefore research activities have been achieved with

results that are respected abroad, especially in the fields of history, agriculture,

biology and ecology, as well as in economics and social sciences.    

The University campus in České Budějovice houses faculties of the university, as well as   

several institutes of  the Czech Academy of Sciences which has led to a close cooperation on a number ot research projects between the two entities. Some branches are located in  Prague but we are planning on enlarging the campus and construct new buildings here in Ceske Budejovice. 

Another joint research technology center was established in Nové Hrady. Bio-technological disciplines have created special incubators through which scientific knowledge is being  directly transferred into technological practice.
Scientific research is also connected with university education and teaching activities. Such a close interconnection has also been influenced by numerous exchange students who have scholarships from abroad. There are many destinations which are quite far from where Czech research workers of the University of South Bohemia do their work;  for example, they examine the Antarctic, the fauna and flora of New Guinea,  the fish living in the rivers  of China or even biological evidence confirming the ancient Egyptian civilization.

Cross-border universities in České Budějovice, Linz and Passau prepare accreditation  of

new disciplines together, for example,  in biological chemistry and Central European

studies. Every year there are lots of foreign university students from Europe, America and 

Asia, as wll. They participate in summer school programs run by the University in České Budějovice. The aim of their stay here is not only to be well educated in their fields,

but also to become acquainted with the history, culture and the present situation of the

Czech Republic.

The broad international context of research and pedagogical development represents the key value in the further orientation of our university in České Budějovice. Although it is quite a new university, its creative results, in numerous disciplines, are beyond the regional frame.The main topic of the 23rd Congress of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences corresponds with the same idea: Czech and Slovak Science and Culture in the International Context.

The University of South Bohemia in České Budějovice is pleased to have the opportunity  of participating in the preparation of this Congress. We would like to deepen our international cooperation  because we consider it to be one of the basic principles for pursuing desirable qualitative  changes of the Czech University Educational System in the future.

We intend to follow the traditional knowledge of medieval universities with their operating 

system of international research and academic freedom. The beginning of the 21st Century  

regards penetrating research results into technological experience and competitiveness as the essential characteristics of  contemporary universities.

In conclusion, let me wish you all, participantants of this Congress, a pleasant stay here in

České Budějovice. I would like to wish you valuable discussion and lots of new scientific

and cultural experiences.

Vivat, crescat, floreat Universitas Bohemiae Meridionalis! 

