Invitation to Olomouc

Ivo Bartecek. Dean, Philosophical Faculty UP

The 22nd SVU World Congress will take place from June 27-July 3rd 2004 at the second oldest university in the Czech Republic - Palacky University in Olomouc. The participants of the Congress will be guests of Palacky University, the Olomouc Region and the City of Olomouc. With its general theme AMoravia from the World Perspective@, the focus of the program will be on Moravia,  as a whole, examining various of its aspects, including economic, political and cultural, in the context of the history of the Czech Lands, as viewed internally, as well as externally, and its importance from the world perspective.

The topics will reflect on the importance of selected personalities whose roots were in or were associated with Moravia, or on the role of Moravia as a transitory point between Southern and Northern Europe or Eastern and Western Europe, or on the events which were expressively identified with Moravia in the past and present. Interdisciplinary approach enables one to examine things narrowly, as well as from a comparative viewpoint. The common denominator, however, remains the role and the status of Moravia, as seen internally, as well as from the outside.

For the Congress participants, besides organizing specialized academic panels, we prepared an abundant and varied cultural and social program . On Saturday, June 26 and Sunday, June 27th, after their arrival, the participants will be accommodated in the hotels or University dorms. according to their wishes.  The social program will begin on Sunday afternoon with a Welcoming Party by the Rector of Palacky University, followed by the opening of the exhibit ACzechs in America@. This party, as well as most other programs, will be held in the halls of the ancient University, in the AKonvikt@ building, an unique, newly restored, imposing Baroque structure.

The Official Opening will take place on Monday, June 28th, in the Regional Center Olomouc, located in the heart of the social and business district of Olomouc.  The Congress will begin with a morning press conference, followed by the ceremonial Opening of the Congress, with representatives of various universities and other dignitaries of the Czech Republic and Slovakia present. The visitors will be able to enjoy the splendor of the academic procession, the university hierarchy wearing their traditional spectacular academic gown and university insignia, including awarding an honorary doctorate. This will be followed by a buffet luncheon, hosted by the Governor of the Olomouc Region.

On Monday afternoon there will be the SVU Plenary Session and in the evening the participants will be treated to either Antonin Dvorak=s Opera ARusalka@ or Leos Janacek=s AThe Cunning Little Vixen@ in the Moravian Theatre.

The Academic Sessions, beginning on Tuesday morning through Friday noon, June 29th through July 2nd, will be held in the Konvikt Building. A number of sessions will run concurrently, both in the morning and in the afternoon, with short breaks for refreshments. The lunches will be available in the close-by restaurant Zbrojnice. As per agreement, the American and other Western panels are organized by Dr. Miloslav Rechcigl and the local panels are coordinated by Doc. Ivo Bartecek. 

From Tuesday through Thursday the Congress participants will be able to take advantage of guided tours of the historic part of the City. After Prague, Olomouc is the second most important reservoir of cultural treasures in the Czech Republic. The City is famous for its Renaissance palaces, historical buildings, unique baroque fountains and majestic churches. The visitors will get to see the beautiful St. Wenseslaus Cathedral, the site where the last Premyslide King Vaclav III perished, the Archbishop=s Palace and the place where Emperor Franz Josef ascended to the throne. They will visit the Hradisko Monastery which played an important role in the Medieval and modern history of the Czech Lands and see a number of beautiful churches and palaces in the City, as well as gardens that form an ecological belt around the City.

In the afternoon, from Tuesday through Thursday there will be film showings in the Konvikt building where the attendees will get an overview of Czech cinema, past and present. On Tuesday afternoon there will be showing of Miloslav  Rechcigl=s new books,  Czech American Historical Sites, Monuments and Memorabilia and Czechoslovak American Archivalia.. Both monographs are being published, on the occasion of the SVU World Congress, through the courtesy of the Philosophical Faculty of Palacky University and the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. Later on, in the afternoon, there will be an opening of the exhibit ACzechs in Venezuela@, followed by the showing of the newly released re-edition of Vlastmil Kybal=s monograph, Po ceskoslovenskych stopach Latinske Ameriky. 

On Wednesday afternoon there will be an opening of the exhibit AMusic in Olomouc@, followed by showing Jan Vicar=s new book Dodecahedron.  Several music programs are  scheduled throughout the duration of the Congress, including concerts in the Baroque Chapel of ABozi Telo@ in the Old University and the Organ music in Church of St. Maurice, and, of course, the performance by the Moravian Philharmonic.

Wednesday evening is reserved for the SVU Banquet which will be held in conjunction with the Garden Party in the Courts and Gardens of the Old University. It will be concluded by an evening performance of a Baroque Opera, especially performed for the Congress participants.

On Thursday, besides the guided tour of the historic Olomouc, there will again be film showings and a special Organ Concert in the afternoon.  The latter will take place in the Church of St. Maurice. The organ is a masterpiece of its kind, used by world famous musicians, when they visit the City.

Friday afternoon is reserved for the SVU Plenary Session followed by the SVU General Assembly Meeting.  The Congress will officially close with a festive meal, hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City.

On Saturday, July 3rd, the Congress participants will have a choice of two bus excursions.  The first excursion will go to Northeastern Moravia, while the second excursion will travel in northwesterly direction. Both tours are exceptionally planned to give the participants a good feel for cultural history from medieval times to the present, unique industry for which  Moravia is famous, beautiful landscapes, a traditional cuisine, taste of Moravian wine and much more. Above all, everybody will have a good time.

On Sunday, July 4th, the Congress attendees will start departing. The bus will be provided for those interested in going to the Prague airport.

The 22nd World Congress belongs among priorities and prestigious activities of Palacky University, the Olomouc Region and the City of Olomouc.  We believe that we can offer our visitors an excellent overview of our cultural heritage and also get them acquainted with the current life in Moravia.  You will get the feel for the cultural and social wealth and splendor of the former Capital City of Moravia - the City of Olomouc. The University itself bears the name after Frantisek Palacky, the foremost figure of social, political and cultural life of the nineteenth century, who stood at the cradle of the Czech emancipation.

The Congress participants will receive detailed information and various Congress materials at the Registration Desk .  During the Congress, in addition to the University Conference Service, there will be operating a Press Club 22, especially established for the Congress, a Congress newsletter will be published and a special Congress Website has been  created.  Newspapers,  radio and TV of the Czech Republic will also cover the events, as will the periodicals Listy and Cesky Dialog.

Further Information about the Congress, including the academic program, cultural and social events, can be accessed on the Congress Website and in the Program brochure which the attendees will receive at the Registration Desk.

