SVU Growing by Leaps and Bounds
Whereas most other Czech, Slovak or Czechoslovak-related organizations abroad have generally experienced a considerable drop in their membership in the recent years, the opposite seems to be true about the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU), as President Mila Rechcigl pointed out at the recent meeting of the SVU General Assembly, convened in Ceske Budejovice on June 30th, on the occasion of the 23rd SVU World Congress. 

The SVU President stated that the Society has been revitalized and brought to higher and more glowing horizons than before - to the point that, presently, without doubt, the Society is considered the most influential organization of its kind that promotes Czech and Slovak culture globally and  that fosters cooperation between the old homeland and the Western World. As his 2006 State of the SVU Report indicates, the Society’s image could not be better. 

The evidence of the SVU vitality is the list of new members who have joined the Society in the last few months:

Josette Angelique Baer is a resident international scholar and senior lecturer in political science at Smolny College at St. Petersburg, Russia, with permanent residence in Zurich Switzerland.  She is a native of Muensterlingen, Switzerland and has academic degrees from University of Zurich (M.A. in Philosophy 1993;  Ph.D. in Philosophy 1996). She specializes in Czech and Slovak political thought of the 19th century, President Masaryk, President Havel, Charter 77. Slovak National movement of the 19th century and Czech relations with Balkans.

Andrew Michael Drozd holds the position of Associate Professor of Russian at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, AL.  He is a native of Richmond, TX and has academic degrees from Louisiana State University (B.A. 1984), University of Texas (M.A. 1986, M.A. 1988) and Indiana University (Ph.D. 1995). His interests are in Russian literature and language, Russian history, Czech language, literature and history, folklore.

Marie Blaha Pearson is a retired social worker, residing in Hopewell, VA. She was trained in psychology (B.A. St. Leo University 1980).  She is interested in oral and written histories of families who immigrated from Czech villages in Romania to the US. 

Luba Marchalinova DeWitt is a realtor and lives in Coral Gables, FL. She is a native of Nitra, Slovakia and holds academic degrees from the University of Leipzig (M.A. 1982, Ph.D. 1983). She is interested in human rights issues.

Joyce M. Pritchard is retired and currently resides in Hopewell, VA. She is a native of Virginia and holds academic degrees from Virginia Commonwealth University (B.S. 1970 and University of Denver ( M.S. 1984).  She now specializes in construction and maintenance of information databases and is doing research on the Czechs and Slovaks who settled in Southside Virginia.

Vera Sourada is free lance journalist and lives in Clifton, VA. She is a native of Ceska Lipa and holds degree from Charles University (Mgr. in Journalism 1969).Her interests lie in social studies, education, linguistics and journalism.

Petr Janecek is a graduate student at Charles University in Prague. He is a native of Prague and has academic degrees from Charles University (Bc. in Humanities 2004; Mgr in Philosophy & Arts 2004). He specializes in anthropology, history and folklore.

Beth Marie Struzynski is a student and lives in Oxford, IA. She is a native of Iowa City. 

Patricia Marie Kelsey is a student at the University of Arizona in Tucson. She is a native of Singapore. Her interests are Czech culture and genealogy.

Barbara Jane Ball is a retired Minister. She is a native of New York City and has B.S. degree from Towson State University, M.Div. from New York Theological Seminary and D.Min. from Florida Institute of Theological Studies. 

Marcela Kotrcova-Pulgaron is Director of Bohemian Art & Glass Center and lives on Weston, FL. She is native of Ceske Budejovice. Her interests are in Czech fine art.

Jesse Pulgaron is Credit Risk Manager at the Wells Fargo Financial and resides in Weston, FL. He is a native of Havana, Cuba and has academic degree from the University of  Central Florida (B.A.) and the University of Delaware (B.S.). He specializes in banking and finance.

Natasha Florian is a student at Wayne State University, with permanent address in Wilber, NE. She is a native of Lincoln, NE.

Ailena Marjatta Baum is a student at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, WI.  She is a native of Muscoda, WI. Her interest are in veterinary medicine.

Eva Hausner is a cardiologist and practices medicine in Bethesda, MD. She is a native of Prague and holds academic degrees from Charles University (MUDr. 1979, Ph.D. 2000).

Petr Hausner holds the position of Assistant Professor of Medicine at Greenbaum Cancer Center in Baltimore, MD. He is a native of Prague and holds academic degrees from Charles University (MUDr. 1972, Ph.D. 1988). He works in medical oncology, hematology, cancer immunology and cancer therapy.

Petr Kolar is the current Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the US.  He is a native of Ceske Budejovice and holds Ph.D. from Charles University (1986). His interests are in the area of diplomacy, international relations, ethnography and folklore.

Ryan Peter Vlcko is a student at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, MI. He is a native of Florida and holds B.A. degree from University of Michigan (B.A. 2006). His interests are in classical languages and literatures (Ancient Greek and Latin), Slovak history and politics.

Rebecca Lynn Komarek is a student at the Holy Family Catholic High School in Shakopee. MN  where she was born. Her interests are in nursing.

Lacy Christione Gibbs is dance instructor and lives in Victoria, TX where she was born. Besides dance, she is interested in childhood education.

Catherine Ann Dowling is a student at Kansas State University in Manhattan, KS.  She is a native of  Great Bend, KS. Her interest are in music and vocal performance.

Richard Edward Sapon-White is Catalog Librarian at Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR. He is a native of Los Angeles, Ca and has academic degrees from the University of California - Los Angeles (M.P.H. 1979) and So. Connecticut State University (M.L.S. 1989). He specializes in cataloging and classification, subject analysis and academic librarianship.

Miriam Fried holds the position of Assistant Professor of Slavic Languages and Literature at Princeton University. She is a native of Teplice and has academic degrees from University of California-Berkeley (Ph.D. 1995). Her interests are in linguistics (Czech, Slavic, general),  language change, discourse, syntax, semantics.

Otto Dreydoppel is Assistant Professor of Church History and Director of Moravian Studies at Moravian Theological Seminary in Bethlehem, PA. He is a native of Bethlehem, PA and holds academic degrees from Moravian College (B.A. 1974) and the University of Chicago (M.A. 1978). His interests are in church history and Moravian studies.

John Vokral is employed as civil engineer in Flushing, NY. He is a native of New York City and has B.C.E. degree from the City College of New York. His interests are civil engineering, waste and environmental engineering.

Roman I. Kostovski is President of Meridian Handy Man& Home Improvement in Washington, DC. He is a native of Prague and has academic degrees from College of William & Mary (B.A.) and University of Maryland (M.A.). He is interested in literature and history. 

James Edward Norman is employed as program assistant at Northwestern University. He is a native of Tulsa, OK and has B.S. degree from Northwestern University (1999) and also studied at the University of Toronto. He is interested in Czech political history.

James Krapfl is graduate student in the Department  of History, University of California-Berkeley. He is a native of Dubuque, IA and holds academic degrees from Stanford University (1975) and Central European University (M.A. 1999). His interest are in Czech, Slovak and Central European history. 

Miroslav Heralecky is self-employed and co-owner of MHM Manufacturing Co. in Jablonec nad Nisou, Czech Republic. He is native of Jablonec and has engineering degree from VSST in Liberec. He manufactures glass figurines and decorative glassware of his own design.

Marcela Heralecka is self-employed and co-owner of MHM Manufacturing Co. in Jablonec nad Nisou, Czech Republic. She is native of Jablonec. She handles administrative, financial and management aspects of the company.

Heidi Lea Bludau is a graduate student at Indiana University in Bloomington, IN. She is a native of Hallettsville, TX and holds academic degrees from Texas A & M University (B.A. in Anthropology 1995, M.Ed. In Curriculum 1998). Her interests are in socio-cultural anthropology, identity, globalization, citizenship, European Union and post-Socialism.

Joseph James Vinsh, Jr. is a regional planner with Crater Planning District Commission, Petersburg, Va. He is a native of Petersburg, Va and has degree from Virginia commonwealth University (MURP 1975). He specializes in transportation planning.

Marjorie Sladek Stuckemann is retired, having been previously employed as a science teacher with Chicago suburban school. She is a native of Chicago, IL and has academic degrees from Northeastern University (B.Ed. 1963) and Northern Illinois University (M.A. 1990). Her interests are in freethinkers( movement, immigration, Czech culture and history, Czech music and Czech art.

Jitka Ourednik is Associate Professor in the Department of Biomedical Sciences at Iowa State University, Ames, IA. She is a native of Prague and has academic degrees from Charles University (RNDr. 1982) and Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (Ph.D. 1986). Her interests are in developmental and regenerative neurobiology , neural transportation and stem cells.

Mary Irene Bockover is Professor of Philosophy ar the Humboldt State University, Arcata, Ca. She is a native of Washington, DC and holds academic degrees from St. Mary(s College of Maryland (B.A. 1981) and the University of California-Santa  Barbara (M.A. 1984, Ph.D. 1990). Her interests are in comparative philosophy and ethics.

Meredith Alia Morrison is a Rotary International Exchange Student in Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic. She is a native of Hershey, PA. She is interested in music, linguistics and international studies.

Patricia Ann Carpenter is a teacher with URIC, Geneva, NE. She is a native of Friend, NE and has academic degrees from University of Nebraska (B.Ed. 1976) and Kearney University (M.A. 1973). She is interested in Bible studies, Czech culture and gardening.

Dana Anezka McFaden is nuclear medicine technologist with Anna Jaques Hospital at Newburyport, MA. She is a native of Czechoslovakia and holds academic degree from the Czech Institute of Chemical Technology in Prague (B.S. 1996). She is interested in languages- Russian, Danish, Czech, English.

Jenny Blaha Jones is employed as program/management/budget analyst with US Government and lives in Colonia Heights, VA. She is a native of Prince George Co., VA. Her interests are in family history and genealogy.

Dennis Eugene Klimes is a student at the University of Alabama. He is a native of Lincoln, NE and has BE.A. degree in Vocal Performance from the University of Nebraska. He is interested in music, especially vocal.

Sharon Kapavik Perkins is a graduate student of religious studies at the University of Dayton, Dayton, OH.   She is a native of Dallas, TX and has academic degrees from the University of Dallas (B.A. in Theology 1979; M.A. in Theology 1985). Her interest are in American Catholic history, religious practice of Czech immigrants to US, and Mariology.

Valentina Peneva Varbanova is associated with Historical Museum in Sofia, Bulgaria. She is a native of Sofia, Bulgaria and holds academic degree from University of Architecture and Construction , St. Petersburg, Russia (Arch. 1975) and Bauhaus University. Weimar, Germany (Ph.D. 1983). She is interested in conservation of historical buildings and legislation.

Stephen John Cico is Assistant Professor in Emergency Medicine at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. He is a native of Columbus, OH and holds academic degrees from Wright State University (B.S. in Biological Sciences 1993) and University of Cincinnati (M.D. 1997). His interests are in pediatric emergency medicine, ethics in research, motivation for participation in medical research, pediatric trauma, child abuse and neglect.

Blanka Helenka Roberts is Account Executive with Houlihan Lawrence, Pelham, NY. She is a native of Prague and has academic degrees from CUNY Queens College (B.A. 1974) and New York University (M.B.A. 1977). She specializes in charitable fund raising.

Drew Moffett-Petranek Bowyer is a physician in Pompono Beach, FL. He is a native of Melrose Park, IL and has academic degrees from Purdue University (B.S.E.E. 1991) and St. George(s University (M.D. 1997, and Ph.D.). He specializes in surgery. 

Thomas Gral is a retired physician, residing in Sunny Isles, FL. He is a native of Nitra, Slovakia and holds medical; degree from Komensky University (MUDr. 1951).  Apart from internal medicine and medical ethics, he is interested in linguistics.

