 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The End of an Era:

Mila Rechcigl Bids Farewell 
The improbable and unexpected really happened. Long-term SVU President Mila Rechcigl, who served continuously as SVU President from 1994 to 2006, after his initial sojourn in 1974-1978, decided to relinquish his post after completion of his current term.

In his parting words at the General Assembly meeting, convened on the occasion of the 23rd SVU World Congress at the University of South Bohemia in Ceske Budejovice, on June 30, 2006, he said the following:

“Before I leave, I would like to again express my sincere appreciation to the members of the outgoing Executive Board who worked diligently with me in the last two years on the SVU agenda. As most of you know, I have served in the office of SVU President continuously since 1994, i.e., twelve years altogether. If you add to this four more  years when I served as SVU President during the 1974-1978  period, that makes it sixteen years which is an incredibly long period by any standard. It’s time for change and have younger person to take over, and this is the reason why I decided not to be a candidate in the next term. 

The older members among you will remember that when first became President in 1974, the Society was at a brink of financial crisis, which threatened the Society’s very existence. With hard work and perseverance we managed to overcome the impending disaster to the point that within a year the SVU finances were in the black.  I was brought back sixteen years later - in 1994 - when the Society was again at very critical point. There was general apathy among the membership, partly due to the unsettling political situation in the old homeland.  There was even talk about abolishing the Society, based on the belief that SVU already fulfilled its mission and that the time had come to cease and desist. With coming years we were successful in overcoming these trends. The Society has been revitalized and brought to higher and more glowing horizons than before - to the point that, presently, without doubt, SVU is considered the most influential organization of its kind that promotes Czech and Slovak culture globally and that fosters cooperation between the old homeland and the Western World. As I mentioned in my 2006 State of the SVU Report, the Society’s image could not be better. 

I am pleased that we can pass on the reign to our successors with the Society being in excellent shape, in terms of its reputation, as well as organizationally and financially. 

I wish my successors all the best, with the hope that they take good care of our Society and continue its mission, as originally foreseen by its founders.”
Most of the members who attended the General Assembly were unaware that such a historic event would take place on that occasion and were stunned by the announcement, believing that Rechcigl would want to keep the function as long as he could. Although Rechcigl has made occasional hints that he would hand over the reign of the Society as soon as a suitable successor could be found, none of the members took him seriously. 

The General Assembly meeting started at 4:15 P.M. As customary, it met one hour after  the scheduled time, in order to meet requirements of quorum. Actually, the “Bazilika” main hall, where the meeting was held, was so crowded with people that it is quite possible that enough people would have been present at 3 o’clock already so that the meeting could have started at the scheduled time. 

After opening the meeting and welcoming the members and guests, SVU President Rechcigl, who presided over the meeting, appointed Kathleen Oslzly as Recording Secretary and then named SVU Resolution Committee, consisting of Zdenek David, David Chroust and Vladimir Papousek to draft a resolution to be voted on by the Assembly. At the request of attending scientists, he also named a second resolution committee, consisting of Prof. Thomas A. Miller, Prof. Frantisek Sehnal and Prof. Jaroslav Drobnik to prepare an additional resolution dealing specifically with the environmental and ecological issues. 

The next point on the agenda was the approval of the Minutes of the previous Annual meeting, held in North Miami, FL in March 2005, which was presented to the Assembly by Dr. Blanka Kudej who authored the document. Rechcigl then called on the Assembly to honor the memory of the deceased members in the last two years by standing.

Then followed the reports of the individual SVU Chapters, including Prague, Brno, London, Munich, New York, Texas, Nebraska, New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Florida and the report of the Student Award Committee, given by Vice President Vera Borkovec.  Afterwards, SVU President presented his traditional State of SVU Report for the last 2-year administrative period. His report, which is published separately, was received with applause and approval by the Assembly.

SVU Treasurer Frank Mucha was then asked to give his report on the status of SVU finances, followed by the report of the Auditors of Accounts. At the recommendation of the SVU auditors, the Treasurer’s Report was approved by the Assembly and the outgoing Executive Board was granted “Absolutorium.” 

By this time, both Resolution Committees completed drafting their resolutions which were presented to the General Assembly for vote. Both Resolutions, whose texts appear elsewhere, were approved as drafted.

Following the established procedures, the outgoing President Rechcigl, after his concluding remarks, appointed a new presiding officer pro tempore. He selected for this purpose Prof.  Zdenek Slouka, a former SVU President (1992-1994) and a member of the Nominating Committee. His function was to inform the Assembly of the outcome of the recent SVU elections, based on the Report of the Inspectors of Elections, chaired by Zdenek Vich. All candidates, as originally proposed by the Nominating Committee, chaired by Prof. Petr Zuman, were elected. 

After announcing the outcome of the elections, Prof. Slouka asked the newly elected President Karel Raska to assume his new function, while the outgoing President Mila Rechcigl symbolically handed him the gavel. 

The Newly Elected SVU Officers for the 2006-2008 Administrative Period 
SVU EXECUTIVE BOARD
President
Karel F. Raska, Jr., MUDr., CSc., Professor, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School

Executive Vice President
 Vlado Simko, MUDr., CSc., Professor, SUNY Downstate Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY

Vice Presidents
Vera Z. Borkovec, Ph.D., American University, Washington, DC

Peter Filip, Ing., PhDr., DrSc., Professor, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, IL

Charles Heller, Ph.D., Professor, School of Business, University of Maryland 

Charles Kulp, Ph.D., Economist, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Chicago, IL

Karel Pacak, MUDr., Ph.D., DSc., Principal Investigator, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD

Cecilia Rokusek, Ed.D., Professor, Dean, Winona State University, Winona, MN

George Tesar, Ph.D., Professor, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI and Umea University, Sweden

Dagmar  H. White, PhDr., Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale, VA

Secretary-General
Zdenek David, Ph.D., Senior Scholar, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC

Treasurer
Ing. Vlado Kysucky, Systems Specialist, RFMH, Inc., New York, NY
SVU COUNCIL
Marie Nemcova Banerjee, Smith College, Northampton, MA

Zdenek  P. Bazant, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL

Petr Bisek, Glen Cove, NY

Ivo Bartecek,  Palacky University, Olomouc

Ivo Budil, University of West Bohemia, Plzen

Zora Butorova, Institute of Public Affairs, Bratislava, SR

Josef Cermak, Toronto, Ont., Canada

Lubomir Durovic, Lund Universitet, Lund, Sweden

Libor Ebringer, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, SR

Andrew Elias, Fairfax, VA

Ivo K. Feierabend, San Diego University, San Diego, CA

Jaroslav Folta, National Technical Museum, Prague

Thomas G. Gibian, Sandy Spring, MD

Milan Hauner, Madison, WI

Zdenek Hruban, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL

Josef Jarab, Palacky University, Olomouc, CR

Jan Kmenta, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

Eva Dubska Kushner, Victoria University, Canada

Josef Machac, Mt. Sinai Medical Center, New York, NY

Ladislav Macho, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava

Josef Mestenhauser, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

Miroslav Plavec, University of California, Los Angeles, CA

Jack Rechcigl, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Mila Saskova-Pierce, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE

Peter Sis, New York, NY

Alexander Tkac, Slovak Technical University, Bratislava, SR

Vaclav Vitek, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

Piotr Wandycz, Yale University, CA

Rudolf Zahradnik, Academy of Sciences of Czech Republic, Prague, CR

Petr Zuman, Clarkson University, Potsdam, NY

AUDITORS OF THE ACCOUNTS
Frank Mucha, New York, NY

Eva Marikova Leeds, Bethlehem, PA

Ivan Furda, Minneapolis, MN

Carol H. Hochman, Pittsburgh, PA

CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION COMMITTEE
George Glos, Library of Congress, Washington, DC

Radomir Luza, Blue Bell, PA
Vladimir Kabes, Bethesda, MD
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