State of the SVU in the Year 2004
I am pleased to present to you my traditional State of the SVU Report, covering our two-year administrative period.  I shall be brief and to the point as everybody is anxious to get ready for the evening feast, hosted by the Lord Mayor of the City of Olomouc.

It will be a very positive and the most optimistic report I have ever presented at any of our General Assembly meetings. Our Executive Board worked hard and the results show it.

At the outset of our current term, we decided on our priorities and set the course following our action plan which became the blue print of all our actions.

Accent on youth became our number one priority and I am pleased to say that we have succeeded in recruiting a large number of young people, mostly students, both here and abroad. Some of our young people have become an integral part of the SVU apparatus of which our diligent SVU Webmaster Jiri Eichler is a prime example.

Assisting with the reestablishment of civil society in the Czech Republic and Slovakia has been another high priority for us. Here too, we have made head-ways, thanks to our agile leader Lois Herman  who set in motion the SVU Women=s Issues Group. For those of you who are not familiar with this SVU effort I invite you to view the frequent announcements of this Group on our SVU Website. You will be amazed what this group has been doing and what they have accomplished to date. In respect to the reestablishment of the civil society on the territory of former Czechoslovakia. SVU has also continued to award its symbolic annual Andrew Elias Humanitarian Award and this year is no exception.

Another SVU priority has been our continuing efforts to preserve the Czech and Slovak heritage abroad. Toward this end we held an impressive SVU Conference in Cedar Rapids, Iowa last year with the general theme AThe Czech and Slovak Presence in North America: A Retrospective Look and Future Perspectives@. It was an unqualified success, thanks to the superb cooperation of SVU Nebraska Chapter and its dynamic President Kacenka Oslzly. Some of you may still recall my glowing report in the SVU newsletter which I appropriately entitled AReliving the New World Symphony@. 

In the fall of last year we had another important event bearing on our priority to preserve the Czech and Slovak Heritage Abroad. In cooperation both with the Czech and Slovak Embassies in Washington, DC, we convened a special Working Conference on Czech and Slovak American Archival Materials and their Preservation, held on the premises of the two Embassies. It was an extraordinary event, attended by archivists of the major archival institutions in America and the Czech and Slovak Republics that had collections of such materials. as well as the representatives of the three respective governments. Proceedings of this remarkable Conference have been published in record time, thanks to the courtesy of the Prague Edition Ltd. and his director David Kraft. You should purchase a copy if you haven=t done so already.

In this connection I would also like to mention two other important publications which I had the pleasure of compiling and editing, namely that of the Czech-American Historic Sites, Monuments, and Memorials, and the Czechoslovak American Archivalia . They are the results of comprehensive surveys the SVU undertook, in cooperation with the National Heritage Commission. comprised of the major Czech ethnic organizations in the US. These important documents have just been published through the courtesy of Palacky University, thanks to the efforts of Docent Ivo Bartecek, Dean of the Philosophical Faculty.

You may recall that in my acceptance speech at the General Assembly in Plzen I pledged to carry out two specific tasks. One dealt with the activation of the SVU Fellows program and the other was related to finding a suitable repository for SVU archival material. Faithful to these commitments I am pleased to report that we have accomplished both. After overcoming initial impasse, the SVU Council approved the first group of SVU Fellows some of whom are here today and I would like them to stand up. To be selected SVU Fellow is a distinct honor and we congratulate them on their professional achievements which is the basis for their selection.

One of the unresolved SVU problems for years was the question as to what to do with the Society=s archival materials which in years have grown into geometric proportions. Some of the documents were kept in people=s cellars or attics where they collected dust and invited pests, with the imminent danger of being destroyed and for ever lost. As you will remember from my last year=s  report, after some looking around and negotiations, we successfully deposited most of SVU early records at the University of Minnesota=s Immigration History Research Center (IHRC) where they are well taken care of and preserved for the future and will be available to scholars for research. In this connection,, I would like to express my appreciation to another young member of SVU, Daniel Necas, assistant curator of the Center for assisting us with this important endeavor.

Publication program has always been the Society=s imperative. Here too, we have achieved success. After overcoming a series of technical difficulties, we succeeded in publishing our popular SVU Biographical Directory last year. This is a vade-mecum of information about our members, as well as our Society. You have had an opportunity to see it here at the meetings and purchase it for yourself. This indispensable source of information should not be missing in your libraries.

You also have had the opportunity at these meetings to see and purchase selected papers from our last SVU World Congress, published by the University of West Bohemia Press, thanks to the efforts of Docent Ivo Budil, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities. Under the rubric of publications belong also the three other publications I discussed earlier in connection with our activities relating to the preservation of our cultural heritage abroad. 

Among the planned publications, Vera Borkovec is working hard on a monograph relating to Czech and Slovak Theatre Abroad and Dagmar White on another monograph on Czech Opera Abroad.
With reference to our periodicals, both Kosmas and Zpravy SVU newsletter have continued their excellent coverage, under the editorship of Clinton Machann and Andrew Elias, respectively. As for the visibility and external contact, the SVU Website, thanks to the diligence of our Webmaster, Jiri Eichler, is the most effective means of communication we have, at least with those who have access to computers.

I would be amiss not to say a few words about our Local Chapters. Generally speaking, we have witnessed considerable increase and  improvement in their activities. You  will be pleased to hear that we have established a new chapter in Spillville, IA, under the leadership of Michael Klimesh, who is here with us, and that the Cleveland Chapter in Ohio has been reactivated.. 

Last but not least, I am pleased to report that our finances are in the black and that we have been operating with a balanced budget. To be a Treasurer is a difficult and thankless job, and I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Frank Mucha for doing the impossible.

Since this is also the last administrative day of the current Executive Board I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all Board members for their indispensable work and close cooperation.

