Resolution of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU)

 on the occasion of its Forty-sixth Annual Meeting, Olomouc, July 2, 2004

THE CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIETY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Holding its Twenty-second World Congress in the year 2004 in the ancient city of Olomouc in the land that long had been closed to freedom and now belongs to free men and women, is open to them, and welcomes them, as it now enters on a new phase of international cooperation in the European Union 

Reaffirming its founding principles, articulated almost half-a-century ago in times so dark for many, and reiterated anew in its Resolution of the year 2002 at the time of the Twenty-first World Congress in Plzen.

Mindful of its obligation - the unceasing obligation of all free people everywhere - to safeguard, foster and cultivate those cultural and ethical values that make life worth living, among them, and above them all, the value of human tolerance, for without tolerance culture is warped, civil society becomes uncivilized, and democracy itself decays.

Cognizant of the fact that this Society itself with its friends is but one in the gamut of social, cultural and human forces seeking, in unison and in their daily deeds, to drive the third millennium along the path of humaneness and decency

RESOLVES

To continue meeting the challenges of these disquieting times around the globe by finding and perfecting peaceful means of human communication across all boundaries, ideological, racial and religious.

To remain true to its non‑political character that in no way mitigates the Society's firm adherence to fundamental values and principles of a democratic political culture.

To accept that in this rapidly changing world, of which we are but a part undergoing its own evolutionary transformations, our own contribution to the betterment of global life may be very modest indeed yet absolutely essential, since every great good consists of many small good deeds.

To maintain living links between Czech and Slovak communities and their friends abroad, and to seek to resurrect and conserve all historical evidences and records of Czech and Slovak contributions to the cultural life of other communities, and to make them visible and accessible to all. To welcome assistance from the Czech and Slovak governments in this work of preservation, particularly by funding students and young scholars in helping to survey, register and catalog these records of Czech and Slovak activities and accomplishment.

To forge ever new bonds, social, cultural, human, between those of us in the homelands and those of us in new homes far away, for the distances between people are to be measured not in miles but in the values they share and cherish.

To make better known Czech and Slovak contributions to culture and civilization in arts, humanities, and sciences by sponsorship and encouragement of issuing surveys and outstanding works in the English language, which in the era of globalization is rapidly becoming a world‑wide medium for communication and dissemination of knowledge. We feel that it is in the interest of the Czech and Slovak governments to provide full support for this activity so as to remedy the paucity of information and thus to enhance the visibility of the Czech Republic and Slovak Republic in the English-speaking and other parts of the world.

Never to forget: that ties of friendship between men and nations are also strengthened by mutual readiness to offer a helping hand in times of need - that the United States and other countries have done so when our people were in bondage in our own lands and some of us abroad in need of a haven, and - that they are with us still - and above all, that we too have hands capable of helping others.

To stimulate active participation in the work of the Society by younger generation with Czech and Slovak roots or affinities.

To strive, so as to convert words into deeds, toward better understanding of our own human failings in tolerance and compassion for without that understanding we shall fail evermore.

To employ all available means of communication within the Society's ranks and between the Society and others, including printed and other media, periodic and ad hoc gatherings of Local Chapters as well as of Specialized Sections in various disciplines of learning and arts, Society-wide annual meetings and biannual World Congresses, as well as joint undertakings with other like-minded organizations and groups.

The Society is fully aware that while in the previous forty-six years it had to overcome many obstacles, the future will be no less challenging.

Approved by the SVU General Assembly at its annual meeting in Olomouc, Czech Republic, July 2, 2004.

                                                                              Miloslav Rechcigl, Jr.

                                                                              SVU President

