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The New York's recent 400 anniversary invites the wider guestion about how cities
evolyed in the Wesetern world during approximately 8oo years of functional, social,
administrative, econmmieal, technical and politlcal devalapments, from the 2o called
“Dark Age” to their prasent configurations.

Intersections of trade routes and rivers Wide parks and ring boulevards replaced
vith bridges in strategic locations enabled  cld defense systems of clties, such as walls

markets, production, administration and and water moats, because of an Invention,

concentration of othar setivities organized hundreds of years sarlier, to attach wheels
in the framework of developing cities, to cannons.

governed by worldly powers represented

by the architecturs of castles, palaces, clty

halls and churches,

Edward Toran's illustrated presentation points out the many intertwined influences
where changes in production, business dealings, technology, warfare, communication
and information could lead from minor Inventions to major changes in urkan
landscapzss. In all these observations, recognizing present life procedurss helps to
clarify historlc events; and knowing history ahways can help to understand future
developments — -

About the presenien

dward A. Toran siudied snd worked in architecture,

deslan, theory and history of arts which got him involved also
in fields llke theater and exhlbitlon design, photography and flying
in cockpits of large-sized commietcizl zirlines. He has written and
lectured on these topics. After 15 years of being the Director of
Space Adminisiration for Metropalitan Life, he vearks for the
fietropolitan Museum of Art. His latest photography proect yeas
the publication "o Architectural Walks in Manhattan” published by
the Municlpal Art Soclety of Newe Yark and W.W. Morton,
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